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UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON
DAYTON, OHIO 45409

Dear I'riend!

This booklet vas put together with the expresE puryose of
pe4)etuating the nemory of one of the courtryt s greatest ba6kelrb€-11

Ton Blackbuar meeilt hours of pleasure for nany people in and
out of the City of Da).ton. H16 17 exciting year6 as University of
Deirton basketball coach, not on1y entertained the people of Dayton
but eerved as a lqonderf\l public relations, pronotion, srd publicity
mediur lor the Uniyersity and its Clty.

Never haa an ath1etic yenture plol/ed so successflil for so long
in hyton. For these reasons ve at the University of Dqylon felt
thei this lasting tribute should be paid to the late Tom Blackbun.

Il this bookfe b is a souce of entertainment ard bri.r]gs back
{,onderful nemories ol a great athletic era, ve have acbieved orrl
puryose ,

Joe Mclaughlin, Sports Publicity Director) is to be congratu-
lated for creating the wonderful impl€asion that is de?ived fion
this booklet,

Since rely,

vL,*"Yr*;*
Thonas J. Frericks
Director of Atlletics



Very Rev. Ra)mond A. Roesc|. S.M., Prcsidcnt of the Uni-
versity of Dayton. cxpresscs the following scntiments on Saturday,
March 7. 1964. one day afrer Tom Blackburn's death. The siate-
mcnt precedcd the DePaul game in UD Fieldho sc.

La.lhs and Cehtlehlen here presert aad dll ontt baskethalL la$ lis
tenikg in on this btuad.ast.

Th. death ai.w beloted.oa.h, Ton Blackburn, has lelt s all||ith
a raid that dr l1s ,1an1ent dppea^ as e lptt^ as n.thins itselJ. Pe tups
tnne in its o,.n pec liat \r@ \'ill help to fii| this tacurth btt it Nill
nerer eruse tte "letnotr ol the Dla who has ehsendere.l b tnu.h et
.i|.nt.nr intercst. and enthusiaen in an antie .atnnuni\' awr a lonE

Tah Bla.kbutn suided tlt hasletball Fl,"ets in 19A sahes, sat his
EaD6 ttin 352 tit e' and dppeaftd in this fiel.fhouse as hedd coach of
ti;t Fijea in all but the last 2 aJ fie 213 mtsi:| Ed,1?s plared here
sin.e it\ openin! 1n 195A. It k ih delereace ta his knorn ||ishes, that
loniehis schedukd satne is hcin!: plaled.

we arc prcud al 1e otah on.l ltii retun1 and dre deepu srcte/ul lot
\har he h6 done jot aw U ivusiry and . t cit!. It is oty huklble hope
that on ow part, too, \|e may haw been dt lzast to sanle ettent, as good

lat ron ds he eds lar us.
ln ibute ta hk tnehlory an.l in dppt?dation lot his scttices, 1e

unir.tsitr Adnihistntion tolla\ agrced ta ptesent the entire pra.eeds
o1 the sale al ti.kets lat this salne tahillht to Mts. Blackbuth ahd he/

ln lufthet testinah! al esteem lor hnn. tlp FlleB Club h6 estab-
lbhed the "Ton Bla.khutn MetDtial S.hblatshii Fund' Nith an initial
eil at $1A00 ahd eh.artuee\ his ma l' lriends b d.1.1 Eit .oktibr'
tians lor thi.t worth! pvpase throu.h n1e D.telopnlent Ot'lice al the



DAYTON Ol'o-Tor Bldcrou.r sar aJe /, ratte
oels.vaLv 5ur.oLrded bv ro5t o| r old b!' orie,5
Fe ar! te |Dy rn:-. Fi; "-e $d\ evl"o Dd 1'- s
sk n was asher white. Yei the Un versity of Davton bas
h4ibd . LodLl or l7 (Frcoas -c1opao o rr 1r s- h .

Tae odte das F"o rd-y 9 9o!, ara his oov. " .
lo, or:re I rl a! o b B p;1. .i w"' a tre^e pary. ".ir tJ_Fd oLt, ba.dJce -oT Bd!^bJn. bL:lder or I
ba(l"rbdL enpr'" at LD. oied of rns.o ."ro ano1t.

He dled as he wanted to die. He was stit coachin€
r-p Ll\cr\.y o( Ddyror oa".Flbz I ie.n, r q lTtr ai
riF Ol o s('roo . B .r l-e ordr'r ppr r'( I 1al s'j Le
fop"o to rrrsf -1" <"a\or o. tli bpr. L lp ris5co rl
by 26 ho!rs, Death cahe at 6:30 p.m., March 6, and the
season ended at a:30 p.m., March 7, wlth DePaul Unl.
versity and its coach, Ray l\4eyer, ar o d adversary of
Tom s, as the opponert._re 

ody he cipd -or, I or I ' ro.prial bFo dro r z
hallilg. d To.tirorF-ertvoce,spore'o I s:s.(Ldrt
Do1 Donoher. now his slc e,\or ot rhe DeP"u p"me
'842. Ray, he rold Doro'rcr, dro voL l oa b;rr:r Bole oi r; best Fe anr n o a co : 5t odtJ ater.

T5 s lr - !e1e rcs rypical o' Bl"(rbLrn. rlp had
always reieiied to the UD basketball proeram as 'iimy
p'ogra L qF hadidler rt 1917 o1: pa '.re bcsr.rte llyerr hadl t e pcr e1!ed a *irrine -e."ol 5 -eI e r ddl. 1920\ rr d Lrod beel .odc rpd ov dr r.s star (

from the footba I st:lf
Blackburn, who always refe(ed to himse f as a coun

'] boy ri'o cc r e ro ile bis (ity .oor prarpdrlar 
"s-o lolser ,or d bF r p;rt lr. e tob le roo d L lz

'eco d tle f rsr saasol lo4l 48, bLr rer- aea I e^par
erced a osing cadpaian. ln 17 seasons he totalled 352
victories and 141 osses.

He look his teans to 22 tourfamerts, made the
National Taurnament iinal six times, winning in r962,
and captured the Keniuckv lnvitatonal ToLrnament
crown over the respected Ado ph Rupp in 1955. ln 10
ol his 17 coaching seasons his teams won 20 or more

He was toasted in New York, Chicago, Pittsblrgh,
Bufia o, Lexington and Louisville, to name just a few
cities, Jor his interestinC and w nnine basketball. lle was
rdl ed !odcl. ol t re yed- rn Ohro or d LoJp.e o ^d ro 

'sand he tutored an al .siar team in New Yo.k s Madison
Square Garden whef the New York Herald Tribune ran
the East west came fo. its Fresh Alr F!nd.

People strl marvel at hls abi ty to keep the 5,a0a
seai UD Fieldhouse, a gymrasium needed tor h s third
season as coach, filed gameaftergame year aiteryear.

Courtesy of
The Basketball News

WINNING COACHES:

TOM BLACKBURN

For_.14 straisht seasons crowds I ocked to th s campLs
ediiice and at hisdeath, t,2oo,OOO fans had seen Fiyer
teans periorm in the "HouseTh.tTom Buit

UD ) iane \pre.o a or.o rt e , our .f .ro 640,_99
' ycr qJirter> dppar' ; z9 R"nes n

Madison Soui.e c:rdpn
dlsdvs r rappy \. rc,or',5,dr' lr p I e O, o ,o^r o Ot,d\. -e ras

z 
" a' nro nov"d 

^ 
rt ' 1rT." r. FF setoo I coff oeo' Deopl.. !a .Fo.e I .to\e csso.r: -s Ld."t, y. t elr", ^t ".- ro CFt .e D $t e. , p lpFdFd r He ^ne^to, dr d ilFl to or re teo. , > proA,d. 

^1F- I' ey

Like many a plb ic iieure he woltd ru. afou or hiso{n o"'soro :Fr'. 4 F1 1. rr'1pd 01 tt..f l,n.opo,ti.:aa 1"r eF,.or /pa t n $nen he
fe i soaeole raI Lrtr-c I ) o.oer.n oe , Lr ,, L>,1e^ oapp', r.dio o. re e!n,o i c. trFlo oi , c 11 .
verrrry. o Flerco,,ole l" oleLe nao Lhe sr np .t I
al-rp. rle relor o " i ,t" ."1e,". aDo oprze-"d foit'eie o nbl 5ts or si"' ieL- L.
darerooed ei 6nies r < r.y oL - rr oL. v -h".a oeopie
r-ver stoDDpd - o,re 'ir de ^es oo (o pe.F1t r1 ' r.ob. Pe {o_ b.,i b ae too . L.r er o,r FrL ci o !1 e .o
the University and the c ty ol DaVto..

T5'' aop "o ro I r, p a,"r,. Le o 6 ,endrheo A.oa.l nrl 1or 4 1 dly popl d.rry -o -51> ^,rt 
.s

oaves,bJtiq.r lbFoa/ Co"ce bat o-.ar<efl",
are or their toes whe. he js drivine them.

"A coach must run th€ show lt is his neck which isoit c I iea>o- .t r" - .te> a
se f to blame

Bui like everyone e se, h s balt otayers a wavs ca,,rebcLr r,'iv o' Lre 6r aFe dr Irs :-n-| D"-v. Ti"
others lived too l.r awav to orn the tr bLte

Pelaps tl s 5pe_a o.Lrcor wcr rlp 01v ! p.
1is pubr', '- tip toJel bdsreroot .oa 1.poit Drores
sional, who had been a standout in footba I, basketba I
drd bcsFbal a wr 1 eror 01o Cot"ap ic tt e dLe
1920s, had appeared soft

l. replyinCtothe manytributes fiom his "bovs,,'Tom
saidi 'l m ght have seemed urreasonab e at tlmes bLrI {o.ted or v I e besr ror yoJ. I t-"-. lor ro rri\
vibrrF... He coudl' l-"r r slodtoh he hao

le hdd roJef il-e Ldr.Fr ds lp -o rE" bd,.- oct oe.
'edt -1d s r'(: -{rti deterl ia o -o orr
no1t5s. h" \ad \rueCled ' oT lj( bcd lo l1e b.\!p1
bd' LoLrt ar UD. !F I rd sct 01 _ re b"r' h oL irp 1o1 e
sanes ard 1": d c rtrls yell r.oT i e.iald\ b".drsr
they d d r't "1o{ 1ow I le ^ds. He I dd c.iToed on
planes and flow. to Chicaso, New York, and Seattte
wher he cou d hardly heep his eyes open.

He had co_tar < . or Ll- bLs to Louiqvi E "ld tdo
spentthe next 24 hours lr a hote bed. Yet he climbed
out oi that bed two hours betore the game and direcred
irs te"n'o a v .lory over o resp"crFd ird oe. k I h
Tdn. Ne/a. did ha.o- p d 1 o_ Ls (or oitiol Never d a
ta indtrdte rl at re ad\ dv.r g. He ta teo o' I " bd!. pc
15 a p r Ll-ed .aF a1d t's stol drh nrL+a 15 the e.
su t of his mediclne. He didn t lose a er p on his e,, o-

Perhaps, many people, slrce hts death, have teft an
epitaph he would have liked: 'The man olten made me_o aad bJL I e Lertorrly was a conppte L Lod,l-By JoE MCIAUGHLIN



LAUGHS
BOUNCED ON;

16 SEASONS
WORTH
B! .lOE BLR\s. Dailt \ess Spods writer
I{on! \!ein.t. lribbled a.ros lhe ce.ter ol

lhc floo.. iirp.d l!. basletball to Jrnior Noriis
\1or. F:l:i:nr io\ than ere.. Nor.is sprlns

uo r nal' -tooEbnenL 3nd r!! 1nd !rcd
Fi^i ".. h..!.r q:\e mel
Th,!. r, cJl t;an boun.ina on a nisht of

Nl;clhurn. head co.trh ol thc
jNi :: Lnr Lnilesitv of Daytor.'..TU: :: nor a Ton Blackbu.n Night." said
:.:!:ri!' cbu.k Gris.hr,, frum Tum\ 6i{
\II =!n Yolte n.t so nc Lo :el d rnJiliJ.

B:: all.tbud pot nuch norc th.n a chuckle
: nirxt. as the ai6r d'nncr nicroplone bounccd
ii. ubLe to lable anons sroups lrom evcry
r : oi br, l6 hvgone UD.Jtuiln\ _
l.rinq t.am. most of {hom were also to be
nemlers ol the fi.st oi nis 15 siraisbt winnins
i.ms. This was the 19,17-.11i bnnch h inchded
Jim Finke, oldcsr piaye. presenti wbo. on beins
irroduced as Toms nrst captain. addcd: non

Grtslb\ innodu(tl .d reamnrare Meinekc.
bouei ot ail ot the s.hool s hirh{.!rina reqord\
Lhe ones soDhlmore Hen rid.el noq i\ rhreJt
enino. as nor the unofiiial LeeDe. ot Frnlel\
ftthtics Monk came in wearine a bl.nd parc
boy wis with bugs, to make up fo. ihe lellows
havin! to miss Ed Sullilan's Bealles

The reunion was basically Monk s idea.
Dr. Georae J. (Pcte) Ra!, lonc the Fl,r,c6'

physici.r, said tbe.e should have becn a tape
.ecorder dt every table.

To sa\ r sood timc $r\ h, Ll h\ 3ll especially
Coa!h Blalil rn, $a\ ru plt r nrild \' Ibe

.epdrtee ricocheted around the Van Cleve hotcl
roon lieh! and last

Finke, sitiins with rc.nmatcs Bill Cinn and
Rip Wcst. bolh of Wesr i\filton Whet RiD look
a shot. cvcrybody kncw dann wcll Ginn was
ooino nr r,kP.n. i.o '_ 

B;bby Fl\nn. fi.n pla-ver ro sel a scholxrshi!
unller Bli.kbrrn 3nd now x referee in th.ee
coilese conierences: Oni al Denver in the Na
tionalCrtholic rournaricni. I won a slme lor xs
b_v to$i. in r leli handed hook from lay ovcr
on rhe side. For t*o ]ean. I tried to duplicatc
it. a.d never could. Final!). Tom iold mc. Flynn.
why dont rou tale tbat leii a.m of )ou.s

Jack McCafth\. $hosc in-then-out shot alnost
won 19J8\ NlTi I nr sor! about rhar lan sbol.
Tom it Lcpt Lanc lrom eetlins ad assist.'

Bob lacoby, nanesake and son ot o.e of
Blackbnrns own baslielball leammates at wil
mjnsron collcsc, up-and coming coach qho led
Madeira hieh school to l3 straieht vic(ories uniil
it 10st in overline SatD.day: I can scc wht ee
hale $tch trouble wilh ofrcials. whcn I hear
Fllnn. All the conedians a.e llr.ing to the

Carmen Riuzi. of anolhcr NIT tean: --This

was the year Xlvier senl Dave Piontek honc A
couple of !s are still in the lobby, aftcr curfcw.
wben in comes our coach. Ncxt day. at praclice.
Tom says: "R!n dntil I reil yotr to stop{r hop
a plane back ro Dayton.

One ol the biesest lan8hs came afrer Jacoby
rold 7 loot Bill Uhl, "You sure improved when
you canre to UD. I sa* vou rlay hiah school
ball for Greenfield against Chillicoihe and you
took a hook shot rhat hii the clock.'

At which Ray Dic.ineer brckc uD thc tablc
vith: Wtt dyo! thint hc t.ansfe.rcd fron
Ohio Slare 1o Dayton. The ciock was too lar

Blactblrn himself spoke only briefiy on .
nicht when, about 10:15. he said, "Ihh is the
larest-xcept loi basketball games l've bee.
up since September."

Bli the closirg words ot the man who. lare
last sunmer. lea ed he had ]!ng cancer, will
slick with their hearers: "Fegardle$ of how hard
I niChr luve rened, I didnt want anythirs bxi
tbe best for you, and of yo!."

bn. ro- F.-i&', nfr Paen, A



Si.ings, by

Se ?anb
TAMPA, Fla., Mar. 7-The long, hard struggle is over
for Tom BlackburD. Tlre pain that racked his body and
destoyed his tissues has ended. At Iong last, the hisiory
making coach of the U veBity of Dayion barketball
Flyers. a victim ol lung carcer, lies in pcace.

Death. which can be nerciless, came merciflruy last
evening for ihis inlense fran of 58, who made UD bas,
telball his personal moDmeni during a i7-year coach-
ins career. When Tom came on the scene before the
1947-48 season. rhe game had created virtually no coile-

Mostl!. thc basterbau team ai Dalton were manned
by foorballllayers seeking einler diveision. Men on the
ibotball shfl'likc Harr! Bauian. Jim Car(er, Lou Tschudi
and the lale JG Holsingcr took on basketball coaching,
which wrs hardly their najor interesr.

Yca6 before. when the scbool was much smaller,
therc had ben ! casual typc of comunity inlcrcst in
the St. l[ar!"\ Cadets, but that was when UD wN known
as St. Ma.y s lnsitute. I1 was one of the old Cadeis, rhe
late Marlin Ku!12. who ws rhe driving force behind a
campaign for a fieldhouse and the buildup of basketball
on a najor basis here.

In the search fo. a spccialisl, Leorard Thomas Black-
burns name led ail lhe rest. When he was selecled, it was
written here of the man rvho had led Xenir to a slate
high school ch.mfionship ir 1942. UD baskelball is in
good hards, ' and it was-

Da.vton\ ptugres under Blackbxrn was ralid. From
the beginDing, he wr! an exceptional recruiler. When the
Flyers moved into ihc Dcw fieldhotrsc for the 1950 5l
scason. Tom had tbe nuclcus for a llne tcam, which still
rp.e ,,,re.op.irl n,, ntD.o'iCr,r ro'loking.

Nlainlv tlis rvas a teaft ol local boys who made good.
They included Don Meinekc irol]l Wilbur Wright, Junior
Non; from Frinnoll and ChLrck Grigsb,v fron Stiven.

That Leanr s 24-:tr rcgul.rica"otr record earned the
Flycrr their fi.\t bid to the Naiional Illitalion Lorrna
nenl. Significanrl!, ccess in all seasons thcrcailer wls
based on NIT selection. Eich succeedine team worted
lo$lrd rbc posl-season nr.ct i! Ne\r York as its 3oal.

In UD\ firsl NIT, the Flycrs, unhcrllded despite their
r'po.r_e,.ro! r..5(d.ncfil.|. oirg q.c apo

\lrD ro b e1.r \, .1p Fr Dr)ro1 stinpeJ rt-e \ew
Yorl I.\o. e\ rrol S,..o 1.,nr"e.e,, r,. rtl.$a\
lhe viclory rhat Blackburn ah!lys maintained ,!ut us in
the big leagues. Dalton was ro lose in rhc fi;ah nve
times before captu.ing ihc tirte a! rhe clim.x ot rhe

\'Ie.n*l. le DJrrol. toqe.o-r'o,o..r.e. L_fl.r8
s, n rl e fi.{ .\to . ,c ro ,l e Dc dt orr, -".-1. oo" or
the wondea ol inte.collegiare baskelbal From lhe start.
the capacit). of 1he building, wbich sears 5.808. usualtv
w'., l.\cd'

Bldckbur! was a stern disciplinarian who ofie! said i!
was not his responsibility ro *,in populariry conresrs with
his playcrs. On the contrary. he believed hjs discipline
lelt pla_v.6 on thcir roes and brouShr them success.

''The coach." he said. mxsL run the shoiv . . . if he
makes a mistake. he nas ont) himsclf to blamc..'

He ".ch ri. pd\e-. rl-r \oL Hd.o o- "gere..i.ero qin. He popularized the use of muscle. One of his
mosr meaningfulphrases emphasizcd: 'When rhe bali is
loose on rhe colrr. ihe ream fiat cones up wirh the loose
balt most olten is u all_! ihe pinner."

Tom enphasjzed dcfcnse, prefedng rhe nran-to-man
but using lhe zone i! certain emergencies rhough he de-
spised ii, and once campaigned actively io ourlaw ir. Siill,
sjncc it was a legal .iancrrver, he resorted 1() it.

Ofiensiveh. ne belieted in rhe sinqle Djvot sysrem.
Dalror '. c,\ ..pe ; . ac\. Tts1 i"
why Blackbuh ahra)s sough! bis centen And white
Tom believed in team\rorli. he could sec lhal rhe mosl
successful team in anv spo.t is the o.c thar bas a stand,

"What would the Ya.lees be qithout rheirJ(!r DiMag-
gios and Mickey llantles? The Reds wilhour Frankie
Robinson? The Browns wilhout Otro Grahan? We were
ar ou. best when rve had the good big man ar center-
like Monk (Mcincke). Bill Uhl and Bill Chmietclvctj '

When Ton\ who doubled up in the spring and suhmer
as a golf professional. lea.ned last fall that he was s!ffer-
ing from cancer. the doctors gave ir to him straighr.
There was no attempt at subterfuge. He accepied his
late with a great outpox.ing of inner srrength.

For a lime, it $!s doubred rhat he coutd stan the sea,
son. He ulderwent Nrgery and a series ot X rav teai-
ner":rJ $ Le .i. o- \ op.1-.
against Atron, Nov. 10. Ofien since, esleciatl,v \yhen
UD $as on ihe .oad, the coach suflc.ed retible ronure.
but stayed with hls hst team as rhe cancer spread through

Hc prayed for the sLrength to carrl him th.ough the
season, which hc bcliNed rvould be a succesful cam-
paign with a lclm builr around Hcnr! Ft*el, sopho-
morc centc.. wiro strnd\ ! shade onder selen fccr. But
Toms sLrcnsth ebbed a!d. on docrois ordcrs. he went
into tbe bospilal asain Feb. :9, $ben only th.ee games

As hls been said. LD ieldhouse and rhc nalion.l
st!ndin8 enjoyed bv Da)lon baskerball wlll scrve as Ton
Bllckburn s perman.ni monufrenrs. He w.s a builder
who achicled ior baskerball herc whar rhe late Knutc
RochDe did for looLball ri Notre Dame.

Woxld it be oui ol order to ggest now rhar the
univc.sitls lrustces consider .cnanring tlreir basketball
cdiicc Blackburn Fieldhouse?

Courtesy of Dayton Daily News

tt11t,f N/i|'s sPoRTs EDr70R



T{\1P.{. Fla.-Ton tslackhrn alw!_!s liked ro plal
::. r.le of thc hlrd nosed coach ot the .otd schoot,.
..j ii .ahc casl because rhafs whai he wasl

nre .1in rvho buik the Unjtcrsit) of Da_vton irro a
1:!iierball dynastv cricked rhe whip bard o\er his ptay-
::: bui he didnt splrc hinself.

Blackbunis belarcd success ar rhe colteSc ]cvcl was
: nron accldenLal. when hc crme out ol thc Navy airer
1\'o.ld Wa. lI. Tom hdd pracricilly wrirtcn himsett olT
:! a coach. The finlncirl re{,.rd\ oi Boing back to the
ilqb scboolneld hcld no inreresr ro him.

But s'hen the chalc. Lo ganble wlrh the LID siruation
rtr'le his way, he gfubbed ir, e\en thoush it \r.s ro pay
iri'n a me.e gl.200 ior rhe enrire sea\oD as . .spere Lime.

To Ton. discipline \us the backbone ol !.! coachins
"o1 . rd 

'e 
.e.e. lo r rn P. : l

''Give me the co.ch who wanls io bear me sirh (oBc
trick (rdteey," he said, '-thcy re eas) '

Tonis Flyer reams lcarned rhe fund.menrals beiore
'1 Fn. er- A orle\re. 01 rl - .I

^e8"ne.' lunr"i,e \o, rc .h 11 -.
But Blacl<burn\ approach wrs never r.allr rhar sill

ple. He rar.ly spoke ol applied pslcholo-qr. bur he un-
den(ood it rt the basic lcycl .nd used ir. H. \vas !r able
recrulrer lnd although he enjolcd his repuratron as a
Ioueh laskm.ster. few of his plar"eN gave up or.cbcllcd.

The tough' side of Blackburn is lcgendary ald .or
ealirely craggeratcd.

ln the final glnre of ihe 1956 NIT lglinrt Loui$,ille.
Ji.1 Pdlmer hrd a dazzling first half h shich he had
scored 19 points. but he twisted hh knee jun bcfore i!-

in the locker room, Blackburn isnorcd Palmer as rhe
Irainer aDd doclo. workcd on the knee. Ju( befo.e rhe
tea.1\!as 10 go back on the noor, ihe cod.h finall! iurned

''How is it? ' rhe coach asked.
'Ir hurts like bell. Totu." Paltuer reiponded.
''You ll have rlL spring lnd summc. ro ser oler it. '

B r.\burn retorted, makirg it plain he erpected Jnn to
!l;i

Bla.tburn alwavs \eemcd to know who needed en-
:.!r:leirert and who needed deflating. One of his earlr
:::ii lrrd a lot of imaeinary lil ents. Ton kept e ser of
:ii..3nr .olored pilh all co0rcd sug.r--to kccF this
:rl.rc lrerlrh\ and..adr'.

H::.Ek Chri\ Henis oD the fi6t Flyer trip to hNew
O:1.:ns in l95l bc.iuse freshmar Haris displayed all-
o!i irtrL. jn r prelimindt game. Becausr ol lhe Korean
n2.. iterhmen $r.r cligible in those drys.

Billr Uhl qorn{l dr .t D.yton altcr his unh.lpy start
I Ohlo Srar. t.causc Uhl\ falher hxd laken a liking to
Blackbu.n. Alter Billl\ decision ro go to Colunbus.
Blackburn hdd $rnre. lhc Uhls r l.ttcr sishing ihc boy

Courtesy of
Dayton Journal Herald

well-and rbe ci!y of Darron rodar has a solid cirizen in
that aniable seven-loot.rl

Althougl Blackbur! ivas alFa)s inplrtial in rhe rrear-
, 

'c, 
r Jt 5 . fl,\er'. r":i l ,n.n 1c r. d .o , p. r

his hexn ior some of rhen.
One of rhese was Jack Sallce. a born rebel and hardl!

an casy boy to coach.
Plarers lxte for practice have ahvays had to run "pun-

ishment lap{ and lir.ctice staris et irl0 pm. oD rhe
dor. S.llce reier was o! tle ffoor before l:29 p.m.
bur hardl] cvcr late. Jdck lnd Tom had been kickcd
around ir thcir early ),ea.s aDd this may hale bccn rheir

Succes\ lnd hrxury cainc laie in titc ro Tom, an.l he
cnjoled both. Blr h. altowed ncither ro diminish his
crp3.it\ for h.rd sorl or his cnrhusirsm for corchins

r8..\h,.Isa r,..,1. .-prer:.
' , \o dc l 'o, {eoeJ i o( B r o ,.. e.e-rrg
"ien \1.. d .tbr,n \. . i,r rc.,- r\c D.,-err. 01
5tic.al p a\.6. Thet.did! L knorv who shc wai and were
qL,ire vdal rn crirlcizing Blaclburn \ nupi.liry tor keep
i.s their so.s on rhc b.nch._vo, \oura ,d\. lc,-d -1.. le tJJ o,,r, cum-
nlaiieLl \l^ B ro Tom ld!r rhdr.\en'no

''Horer, rhat s whlr ihel should have'said,,.lhe coech
re\ponded. I aluats want farclrs to rhink rtre coach is
du.rb Fhen hc doesn'! phy their sons. Ifs a tor betrer
that wal tha! to halc theft feel the bo) hjmsetf isnl
living up to drei. cxpectations."

That seems the ideal note on which ro exlres a fare

Journal 0f Sports
By Ritter Coller



Tom's First Te6m, 1947.48,

n
)l

-!Y 
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I

T0 i L.! Trl? I 14.7*x
x't D){a

17 sdsons l6ter in 1963.64,

'-a t
The Coach dives hone a
sea3on, a tough y€ar,

:

It
tt
1954-59

I

-
II
1q5

i

I

A close tiiend and constant ben.h cornpanion was
D.. George nau, Right.

Wite !ibby and dauehter Li

TO

3

1953 Flyers stop seton Hall's 27_game win 3treak



- ns with Tom beiore 15th season, 1961-62

) MEMORIES

- ta ks to tieldhouse crowd after r€turn lromi}5l Nrl s runnerup role,

This 1955.56 team gave Tom the Unive.sity ol Kentu.ky
rnvit.tion Tournanent title and eas second jn the country.

Tom, th€ television star, introduces his 1960.6t team as
cameras srind lor his sunday show,

The coach is dw.rred
by 6.8 John Horan
and T foot aill Uhl.



The lnior;ation contained herein incudes the attendance reco.d at th€ Unlversliv
.t Dd{on tretdnoJ,e dJrnp Lod!r B" !or' \ 16 r'e l \ . i -ord rtte'dc .F
e .,; and , not b'o^en .lo;n rnto 'o'otl R" "< coe Ba _or' norrroro>

record ln the fie dhouse is a part of th s report i shows th s on a vea.to vear basis
lists his team's overal record for that year, the games lost in tlre feldhouse and the
won-and-ost record n the lieldhouse.

srnce ne Jn,lersrtv o'Dd!'lo] nrsr Parr'o rs rd!o r p or 
' 
1e .F rl 5' vadi\o'

sol"'e Gdrden. Ne" io l, "ad sin.e t xd. a {ar'. 1dF.Bd._Drt1 loot"dLooras
oi' 'e ond nome 

^e 
r2\e' o.i e(o o ald o- " "rdal'" I d L rf <

multi p!rpose ediJice.
FIELDHOUSE ATTENDANCE

Coach Backburr's leams played 214 gam€s r
du.lnq thai time, 1950 51 through 1963 64 seasons,
varsity sames, This was an average oi 5,409 ra.s per

capacity s 5,808, tbere were onLy 4,000 permanent

since Coach Tom Blackburn created a
which iumped into national promlrence in
pertlnent information sho!ld be paced

TOM'S

FIELDH(]USE RECORD

Unlve.sity of Dayton baskeibal progran
his 17 years .s a coach we leel that certa n
ln ihe illes for lutu.e historans on our

rhe uD Fieldhouse. His teams
played belore 1167,545 i:ns in
Came whie the present seating
seats when the fie dholse was

Year

1950.51

1951.52

1952.53

0verall
Record

21.5

28.5

16.13

fieldhouse Loss€s

Ceniral lVissouri State

Iouisville
Miami,0hio

LaSalle

fordham
Louisville

W. Xeitucky (3 overiime$
Cincinnati

Louisville

Cincinnaii

Duquesne

Xavier,0hio
Miami,0hio

Brighan Young

St. Francis, Pa.

Louisville

Toledo

0ePaul

DePaul

Detroit

l{iagara

seattle
Wittenberg

Xavier,0hio

Loyola (Chicago)

Miami,0hio
0ePaul

Fieldho se
Score Record

50-47 15.1

73.76 t5l
61.53

73.64

84.5S

83.63 12.4

79.75 15.1

85.78

66.64

65.53

19.11

s8.55

63.59

70-62

14.1

14.1

r2-3

r4.1

i0-66
75-64

97.75

75.S7

75.58

48.45

103-94

70-56

11-4

14.1

14.1

14.1

15.82

18.13 |.4
181.21

1953.54

1s5455

1955-56

1S56-57

r957.58

1S58-59

ls59-60
rs60-61

1S6l-62

1962.63

1s63.64

25-4

2tr4
19-9

2a.4

14.12

21.1

20.9

24.8

16-10

15.10

56.53

58.54

68-65

300-105



I{ATIONAL INVITATIOI{AT TOURNAMEIIT

1950.51
oayton 77, LaMence T€ch 71
Dayton 74, Arizona 68
Dayton 69, St. John's 62 {overtimd
Erighrm Young 62, 0ayton 43 (final)

1951.52
oayton 81, NYU 66
0ayton 68, St. l"ouis 58
oaytofl 69, St. Bonaventure 62
Lasalle 75, Dayton 64 (final)

1953.54
Dayton 90, Manbattan 79
Niagara 77, Daytdn 74

r954.55
Dayton 97, St. touis 81

oayton 79, St. trancis (Pa.) 73
(ovedine)

0uquesne 70, l)ayton 58 (tinal)

1S55-56

l]ayton 72, Xavier 68
0a!'ton 83, Si. Francis (tln 58
Louisville 93, Dayloi 80 (linal)

REGULAR STASt)N
1951.52

St. John's €2, Daytofl 60

r952.53
[ayton 82, liYlj 75

1353-54

Daytoi 68, Iona 64

1955.56
oayton 83, lona 64

1956-57
oayton 84, St. trancis (NY) 60

1950.61
oayton 112, Seton Hall 77

1962-63
Prolidence 84, Datlon 72

1956.57
Dayion 79, St. Petets (NJ) 70
Temple 77, Dayton 66

1957-58
nayton 74, Fordham 70
Dayton 80, st. lonn,s 56
Xavier {0) 78, Dayton 74

(overtime)(iinal)

1953-60
Drytor 72, Temple 51

Brrdley 78, 0ayton 64

1S60.61
Daylon 62, Temlle 80
St. Louis 67, nayt0n 60
Holy Cross 85, layton 76

1961.62
oayton 79, wichita 7l
oaylon 94, llouston 77
Daylon 98, Loyola (Chicago) 82
Daylon 73, St. John's { Y) 67

(cHAMPt0t{)

HOLlOAY FESTIVAT
195455

Day'loi 70, St. John's 56
nuquesne 90, oayton 75
U.C.L.A. 104,0ayton 92

1s57.58
0aylon 59, Manhattan 5l
Califoriia 60, Dayton 55 hvertime)
0a!'lon 81, Seattle 75 (overtime)

1958,59
Daytoi 84, Niagara 79
Si. John's 76, Dayton 63
Utah 70, Daytor 70

1961.62
Dayton 75, t{YlJ 67
Wisconsii 105, Dayton 93
Dayton 81, Lasalle 87

1963.64
Villanova 77, Dayton 73
St. John's {NY) 88, Dayton 76

ovERAtt nEsurTs
Nalional lnvitation Tournan€nt
t.C.A.C. Holiday Festival
Regular Season

Won Lost
20 l0
68
52

31 20-

T()M Al'lD DAYI0l'l t]'l MADt$0l't SQUARE $ARDtl'l

Winning combo alter 1962 N.l.T. title game.



MADISON SOUARE GARDEN ATTENDANCE
UNDER TOM

I950-51
NIT Lawrence TEch .................. 9,251

Arizo'a.............................. 9,530
St. John'. (NY) ...............16,815
BrishEm Yourg ................1A379

l95r-52
NIT St. John's (NY )..................12,653

New York Uhive.sily .....-..18,,142
St. Louis .....................-......14.112
St. Bonevehture ................17,131
1as.1|e ..............................18,485

1952-53
New York University..... 7,122

1953-54
N IT l6ra ..-.........-.......... ... ......... 5,274

Manhattan ........................16,259
Niagara ..............................10,257

1954-55
H.F. St. John's (NY )................12,105

Duquesh€ ....................-.....15,015
u.c.1.A. ........._....................12,135

NIT 5t. 1ouis.................-.......... 9,850
Sl. Fran<is (Pa.)................16,485
Duq'resne ..........................1 9,496

1955,55
NIT 1ona................-................... 5,O12

Xavier ................................I1,231
St. F.ancis ( Pa. )................I6,125Louisville ...........15,753

6RAND TOTAL (5I

BLACKBURN

1957-58
H.F. Manhattan ...................... A,297

Ca1ifornia ..........................11,023
Seartle ...... .........................I 1,851

NIT Fordham ............................12.160
st. John's (NY)..................15,834
Xavier ..-.............................12,020

1958.59
H.F. Niagara .......................-.....-12,135

St. John's ( NY) . 9,765

r95r FIveB hit Garden
rrm; lor li6t time.

lJtah ......13,746

1955'57
NIT St. Francig

1959-60
NIT Temple ..............................17,O7A

Br.dley ............. ...............15,345

r950.51
NIT SetonHall ....................... 5,585

T€lnp|e ........... ..................13,896
St. Louis .. .........................I8,378
Holy Cross ........................15,673

1961-62
H.F. New York Universit\t........15,797

Wi5<onsin ..........................15,238
LaSalle ........ .....................I5,4O9

NIT wichita ..............................13,895
Houston ............................12,308
1oyo|a ................................17,326
St. John's { NY )..................16,037

1952-63
Providerce ........................ 8,572

l96X-64
H.F. Villanova ..........................15,451

St. John's ( NY ).................. 3,000

games)....664,750

Gordie Hatton acrobats in
1962 NIT title game.



3J
39
08
32

58
65
11

35
32
4t

opp.
36
47
52
40
45
50
38
39
37
51
69
68
5l
41
42
61
55
8l
66
71

80
52
81

61

50
42
60
12
42

1917.1948

Miami(0)

Louisvilk
Bio 0rande Colhge

I iss College
!rudky UniYssity

'D C!rcddia (tt. Wiyie)

1949.1S50

0aytoi lnduslrirl lllstare
Miamil0l

Loyola (chic!gol

0hio Stat! Catho ic To!mey

x ler(0)
l!y! a lChic?go)

CinciiMli

8o1'lling Gre
Delroil

Xavier (0)

0d. U0
io 50
46 64
43 68
53 41
49 67
69 66
33 57

58 87
5t 53
79 66

t1 46
49 78

50 66
47 68
68 68

53 7l
7t 65

28 56

72 60

71 68
86 6l
38 61

45 14

51 14

89 75

52 59
65
55
56

opp
33
48
55
40
64
4t
62
51

71

48

51
47
00
43
64
40
57
42
66
57
56
55
66
49
60

52
59

19511952

55 St. senedict\

1948-1949

Miami(0)

Seton Hall

lohn Carmll
0hio Uiiversity

Xavier (0)

I'liami(0)

x ier (0)

llatioral catholic lnYitriioial

66
59
56

touisville

Miami{0)

Miami(01
Xavier(0)

56
5l
50

opp.
40
49
19
64
57
61
57
48
50
62
7X

55
71

62
73
l1
14
60

11
53
68
59
64
56
80
66

66
58
62
15

UD

69
40
58
48
70
31
59
49
4t
78
63
57
67
45
52
54
60
01
61
40
48
48
73
38
11
80

51

68
69

U!
41
57
11

54
60

74
12
76
94
'74

100
75
68
64
76
66
67
73
70
69
63
69
70
62
73
63
11

1950 i95l
opp

CaitE!Missou.iState 50
Bowlirs creer 45
lndeBoi 41
tvaNvilk 60
Miami(0) 41

E,siern Kenlucky 12
Berea l(y. 53

]0hn Carroll 45
Teiiessee 51

ArDona Slate (Iempe) 08
Chicago tdyol, 46
Muskingud 11

0hio U. 56
louisvilh 61Toledo 46

Eastern tunilcky 00
Xeitsiate 46
Toledo 56

Youngslov/r 70
BaTtinore Loyola 54
chatianooga 44
X ier (0) 57

Blldl{in.Walhce 55
Louisvilh 66
Miami(o) 53

hhn Camll 42
Baldw;r.Walhce 53l:vierl0l 53

Nat onaJ lnri&tiofal Iournament81 NewYork Universily

64 La Salle
NatioMI Colleglale Arhhiic
01 lllinois77 Princeion

80
E1

tlatioMl lnvilationalTu ament
77 klfrefc! tech
74
69

11
68
62
62

TOI\4 BLACKBURN'S

OVERALL TT,YEAR

RECORD AT IID IS

43 Srigham Youig



1952t953
UD

84 Gustalus Ad0lphus105 ilrn.ha(rar

70

92

68
59
68
18
91
69
gl
13
49
78
94
80
7l
98
67
85

Nalional lnvitalional I0urnrment
97 Si. Louis79 St. rranch (Pa.)

58 Duqusne
woi 25 - Lost 4

1954t955

llliami(0)
Bou'ling Gr€ei

Louisvilh
Colhge or Pacilic

0regon
ECAc floliday teslival

St.h'rn's(NY)

u.c.L.A.

Canisius

Cincinnali

Louisvilh
Xavier(0)

l\,liami(0)
toyrla rl lhe South

Cincinnaii
Xavier(0)

Seion fiall

195r1950

G!stavusAdohh!s
Miami{0)

ld?ho
Cincii ati

U. !f (y. livltalional Touriafi enl
Ulah

lvasiington and lee

Xavier(0)

Loyola(Chicago)
Loyoh ol lhe Soulh

Miami(0)

Xavier(0)
Seaule

CincinMti
Nat'0nal l itatioMlT!!nament

xavier(0)

1956-1957
U0 0!b84 cuslavus Ado rhG ,i8
87 Miami. florida 4a59 DePaul 6767 Miami{o) 6553 Cincinnati 6578 Los Aigeksstale 41

U. ol l(y. hvitationalTornamsrt65 lrliio is 82sg Souihen Metlrodist E7

Bluegrass Tourney88 ouquesne 4553 torisvilh 61

71 Duquesn! 7965 Cankius 5884 St. tranch (ta.) 6061 X ier (0) 5981 Eastelr Xsntudkv 5156 Louisvilh 5775 DePaur 5880 Morehead St te 6768 M'ami(0) 07102 Villanoh 7n75 Loyoh ol lew l)rleans 6397 Reeis 5365 Xavkr(0) 6050 LouisvillB 4gg0 Toledo 4767 Cincinnali 63
llali!Ml lnvitati0nal Iournanent79 St. Peter's0u) 1166 Trflph t7

59
55
81

69
12

75

14
75
64
68
62
64
58

103
59
66

1957.1S58

BallStite
Mianri(0)

!ePaul
Detroit

Canisius
0khhona City

Xavier (0)

[,liami(0)

Xavie.(0)

U!
g2

88
87

109
71
73
71

opp
63
69
67
39
67
66
55

56
90

104

54
52
57
85
73
67
80
07
45
62
79
69
6!
63
58
67

81
73
7g

53
64
72
89
7!
59
12
70

70
63
65

8t
70
81

71

83 Loylla oJtheSoulh
82 NslfYork University

xavi"{{0)
loyoh (chicago)

toyola (Chirago)

70 Loyoh oitheSoulh77 Wsstern Kertucty

Miami{0)
La Salls

Duquesne

Miami(0)
Toledi

)(avier(0)

Bo{ling Creer
Seloi Hall

79
t7

74
68
73
69
68
90

UI)
79
90
73
70
98
78
78
75
93
98
52
68
07
75
58
76
11

75
68
66
86
7S

80
75

81
57
1X

64

90

opp.
14
05
61
73
62
58
84
64
70
76
59
75
82
70

75
66
58
65
88
43
69
74
78
63
80
5E
65
E873 Easlrn Kenluck{

Won 16-Lost 13

1953.1954

Can'sius
Crstdus Adolphus

[,liani(0)

ftizona Shle (Tempo)

seton Hatt

LaSalle
setor Halr
CincinMti
Xavier(0)

Loyola ofthr So!th
MemphisSlate

loyoh{Chicagd
Loyoh ol lhs S!uth

Miami{0)

Cincinnati
Xavier{0)

Eowlirg Green

[ati!nal lNitation? I T0uma menl

iagara

12
39

UD

75
87
73
62

66

71
89

86
68
83
82
71

81
64
75
s2
86
76
85
56
85
80
90
86
11

opp.
35
6t
50
59
56
57

opp
63
a2
65
72
11
61
48
64
65
68
70
64
65
79
82
E1

E9
58
05
78

78
10
09
11
66
63
€3

107
54

73
14

54
52
64
13
50
73
65
31
62
73
41
l1
59
7t
48
76
87
58

IJD

58
59
69
58
64
66

o!!.
43
41

50
41
35

51
60
75

Ell
59
43
60
54
49

48
62
65
53
58
52
69
48
70

68
58
!t3

National l.vilat'onal T0rrnament
74 Frdham
80 St. hhi\ (NY)

74 )(avier(o)

t0
56
78

80 Lorisville



opp.
50
43
50
53
11
68

a
t1

tt
t
i
l.a

(]pp.

51
50
45
81
54
4S
53

7!
E2
51
5?
50
59
67
53
14
68
86
65
57
t4
51
82
65

79
76
7S

70
4t
60
56
76
54
56
96
72
6g
58
65
58

51
68
71

58

opp.
68

67
't5

44
42
45
t4
04
05
65
48
56
62
84
59
63
88
57
51
6l
53
70
64
68

195&r959

C tElst le
B.llSt h

hmi(0)
stetsrn

fclC Holjday feslival
Njasara

St. hin's
UlaI

SrighanYrung

0ePrul
Xavier0)
t{!hvilh

Cincinnati
Mirni(0)

0etriil

1959 r960

CenrralSlate

the Ciladel

Dixie Cla$ic

DukE

Xavier(0)

Mkni(0)

DePaul
Louisvilh
Xa{ier{0)

Delroit

u!
88
73
75
67
84

66

86
04
60
84
57
46
50
87
58
96

112
98
70
9l
94
79
€3
83

lialional lnvihtionat Iounament62 Tenph60 Sr li ir
75 floly Crlss

1960-1961
0!!.

llanchester Collsse dsLamarTach 51rcnlslali 56
St. Joseph's(Pa.) 65Miani{0) 69Dnlc 73

Seton flall 45Cinciinati 11Caiisius 63DePaul 75IluquEsi! 56Certral'State 670etroit 11Wittenbsg 45Louisvilk 63Iavior(O 64Miani(0) 60Iienpiisstate 71
Setoi Hall 11Creighlln 67Duquesne 6?Louisville 71XaYier(0j 71

tadern {entuckv ttToledo 6[l]ePaul 84

t961.19€2

christian Br0rhers c0t. rrenn.) 
0pf,i

Toledo 57
St. Josepht (Pa.) 67Mianli(o) 67
Ne Mexho Staie 60

Rcgis Corlese 45
tCAC Holidry Festkal
Ner YDih Universitv 67WiscDnsi[ t05ksalk 67

Xavier(o) 48Canhius 78ouquesne 79louisvilh 64Circirmti 80
Eastsn &nluckv 66

lePaul 88orake 14)(avier{o) 12IBtoit 97Pdiland 4touquesne 48
l4emphisSlate 67touisville 59Miafti(0) 52(enistate 05DePaul 61

National lnvitational TdorMnent

1962.1963
UO77 0ii0 W*hsr74 certElst;te79 Easl$r KrDtuckvE7 Nhsara

47

lJ0
80
89
61
71
71
60
7S

36
50
7l
63
54
73
15
58

77

72
66
66
55
91
64
75'
67

69 lavi$(0) 37 Cincinnati
Sealtlo

Miami(01

Cincinnali
lletroil

llenphisSlrte

ati0nal lNiiatioial I0urnr ment

69 Llyoh {Chicato)69 l.vifi{nl
69 St. fancis(Pa.)70 LoDhvillE45 Urithnhurs

72 PmvidenDe79 ouquesne79 Xa{ierlnl
70 0etroit58 ouquesne59 l/temohisshte
55 Lolisville57 l]liami(ol63 Sl.llsedh's{P,l75 crnhids66 DeParl

1963t964U0 0m.85 Akon 6474 Caliiomi, (Davis) 4883 hstern rcnrucky 7287 lliami(0) 8l67 caiisids 65
85 LamarTech 7386 llunaysrate 11

ECAC Holiday Festival
73 Villanova
76 Sr.r0hr\{!Y)
94 Xavhr{o)69 ohio Weslevrr
67 Louisvill;82 Po hid83 DePaul63 Seatth56 Loyoh (Chica[o)
81 Xavier(01
63
90
83
3C

32
6l
63

70
51
63
60
52
53
59
45
50
7S
70
80
82
51
69
66

UO

95
72
78
86
76

75
93
81

64
58
59
12
6l
97
90
79
1l
15
50
71
78
65
63
94
77

79
94
98
73

60
67
85

11
11

07

12
64

51
78

77
88

103
52
59
60
89
80
10
s2
77
84
73
79
15

14
70

Loyrta (chicaso)

62 Miani(0)82 Loyolaofthe Soulh't8 St.losepl\(Pa.)73 oePaul
\]von 15- Losi 10




